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Synopsis

It was February 1925 in the Alaskan wilderness. One wrong step could mean sudden death for
musher Gunnar Kaasen and his lead sled dog, Balto. The temperature had dropped to -50F. Fierce
winds roared as snow pounded the sled. The blinding blizzard made it impossible to see. Waiting for
the weather to change, however, wasnt an option. Fifty miles away in Nome, Alaska, dozens of the
towns children were sick with diphtheria and near death. Gunnar and Balto carried the only
medicine that could cure them! In this captivating book, young readers will meet an amazing
Siberian husky named Balto, who bravely guided a team of sled dogs on a grueling trip through
blinding snow, over a half-frozen river, and through a steep mountain pass to safely deliver
medicine to children in need. Packed with adventure, true stories, and dramatic, full-color photos,

this book is sure to inspire dog lovers everywhere.
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Customer Reviews

Gr 2A¢a -a ce5A¢a -4 *Dog books are winners in any library. Though these new additions tread
familiar groundA¢a -4 «the unusual and helpful contributions that man’s best friend

makesAg¢a -4 +animal lovers will "ooh" and "ahh" over these tales. R.E.A.D. Dogs (about canines
who bolster struggling readers’ confidence by sitting with them) will be a particularly sure bet in most

libraries. Serviceable options for pet and animal collections.



| am a sixth grade teacher, and | purchased Balto’s Story for my leveled classroom library. Word of
mouth has made it one of the most popular nonfiction books in the library. The children are inspired
by this high interest story that they find suspenseful. They are drawn to the beautiful pictures, and
find the captions to be very informative and interesting. | highly recommend this beautifully written

book for even your most reluctant readers. It will be a great hit!

I’'m always impressed by an author who can write for a younger audience by keeping it accessible
but never dumbing it down. And | think my nephew loves this book for that very reason. Kids know
when they’re being talked down to. You should see some of the garbage on his book shelf. 'm glad

to see there are books like this for him to choose from!

Bought this for my daughter who loves adventure and dogs in equal doses! It's now one of her

favorite books...and being a true story, | learned something as well!

This is a great story. | love the story of Balto, but also the information about the other dogs. They

are all heroes. Blake really made the story come to life.

Wonderful and creative volume packed with information about this hero dog. Fascinating text and

glorious illustrations. Balto comes alive!

| bought it for a four year old, and it is more on a fifth or sixth grade comprehension level.

Wonderful book! Great for kids who love dogs, adventures, or dogs on adventures!
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